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Abstract
This talk will introduce the Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) Commons 
(hsscommons.ca), which is an in-development, multilingual, not-for-profit community 
space for academics, research partners and stakeholders, students, and interested 
members of the public. Led by the Implementing New Knowledge Environments 
Partnership—and with its national and international research partners—it serves as a hub 
for open social scholarship. To demonstrate this functionality, the presenters will highlight 
some of the many ways that the HSS Commons (as an example open source research 
software) combines elements of commercial social networking sites, tools for 
collaboration, and institutional repositories, allowing researchers to freely share, access, 
re-purpose, and develop scholarly projects, publications, educational resources, data, and 
tools.



● We contend that a truly global infrastructure for DH must be (among other things):
○ (1) open access and open source, whenever possible and appropriate
○ (2) multilingual, to facilitate better knowledge transfer & address what Domenico Fiormonte terms 

“the indisputable Anglo-American hegemony in the academic research field” and the corresponding 
“partial or total invisibility” of non-Anglo-American DH

○ (3) led by, or responsive to, local communities, in recognition of the fact that different research 
communities have different needs

● Indeed, we argue that, with these goals in mind…

Open source research software can serve as a mechanism for the creation and curation of open, 
interdisciplinary DH research and infrastructure that bridges linguistic, national, and economic divides .

● To develop this argument, we’ll be discussing something called the Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) 
Commons... an open source, open access publishing and networking platform for academics that is also 
multilingual and community-led. In the process of describing the site and its affordances, we hope also 
to provide some additional (if occasionally tacit) arguments in favour of open source research software.

Argument
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1. What is the HSS Commons (hsscommons.ca)?
• An academic social networking site developed for academic audiences and available for free download, 

implementation, and adaption anywhere by any group.
• Based on the open source HUBzero platform (Purdue U, UC San Diego)

• We’re developing the HSS Commons in Canada, but what we’re building can be installed and adapted 
elsewhere, too!

• The Canadian HSS Commons is…
• an open online space where Humanities and Social Sciences researchers and stakeholders can gather to 

share information and resources, make connections, and build community
• hosted on our national academic research infrastructure
• supported within a framework of important national structures, including Canada’s generous legal 

provisions re: fair use



To follow along…

HSS Commons homepage

https://hsscommons.ca/register/ 

Sign up for a free account! 

https://hsscommons.ca/

https://hsscommons.ca/register/
https://hsscommons.ca/


Overview

1. What is the HSS Commons?
2. Why is the HSS Commons?
3. What does it do (or not do)?
4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
5. What are next steps?
6. How to learn more?
7. How to contact us?



2. Why is the HSS Commons?

• Benefits provided by our national structures for online communities 
• Articulated need for digital research infrastructure by and for HSS researchers
• Discussions, planning, and research development under the auspices of the 

Implementing New Knowledge Environments (INKE) Partnership and the related 
Canadian-Australian Partnership for Open Scholarship (CAPOS)



2. Why is the HSS Commons?

• Timeline:
• ~2013-14: Discussions toward this began in partnership with representatives of 

national-level structures, plus MLA Commons and Commons in a Box
• ~2015-18: Initial trial / foundational implementation with partners at Compute Canada, 

and foundational prototyping with CANARIE; ongoing consultation on that foundation
• ~2020-now: Research development of the platform, in consultation with all INKE and 

CAPOS partners as well as individual users and new groups
• Currently in beta, and onboarding those who’d like to try it out – across our formal 

partnership structure, and beyond



2. Why is the HSS Commons?

• Resources and support via INKE:
• ~$2.5 million from SSHRC Partnership Grant program, for Canadian-side research
• Matched by $3.25 million in cash and in-kind contributions by partners
• Anticipated partner expenditures in these areas in Canada = another $11.5 

million, over the life of the grant (modestly estimated)



• Initiative of the INKE Partnership (inke.ca), coordinated by the Canadian Social Knowledge 
Institute (c-ski.ca), based in the Electronic Textual Cultures Lab (etcl.uvic.ca) at the University of 
Victoria. 

• In partnership and alignment with:

2. Why is the HSS Commons?

https://inke.ca/
https://c-ski.ca/
https://etcl.uvic.ca/
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3. What does it do (or not do)?
• Basically, the HSS Commons can…

• do many of the things you might do on commercial platforms such as Academia.edu and 
ResearchGate

• BUT: what it does not do is track and/or use your information for
• [1] commercial benefit, or
• [2] any activities beyond what you as an individual signal is acceptable use



• Feature comparison table 
between HSS Commons, 
Academia.edu, and 
ResearchGate

3. What does it do 
(or not do)?

Note: Our partner, the Knowledge 
Commons, is also an academic-run 

networking and publishing platform 
with many similar features! See 
hcommons.org to learn more.

https://hcommons.org/


3. What does it do (or not do)?
• In addition, the HSS Commons can…

• support any level of implementation, including for:
• Individuals
• Projects
• Larger groups

• facilitate connections within and across disciplines or boundaries (e.g., national borders)
• replace or supplement things like: a WordPress site, mailing list, etc.
• and provide several affordances / functions beyond, such as:

• Open access publishing, with the option of Creative Commons licensing and DOIs
• ORCID integration
• Google Drive integration
• Event registration / basic conference proposal collection features
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4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
• The HSS Commons is for researchers, stakeholders, students, and members of the engaged 

public (as individuals and as groups)

• Possible use cases for individual researchers:
• Establish a professional online presence (with full control over which profile information 

you want to share or hide)
• Publish, share, and connect over research in the Repository
• Expand your network: discover and follow members with similar interests
• Share news, links, projects, and more via Blogs and Collections
• Send messages to other members
• Share and store files securely via Groups and Projects
• And much more!



4. Who is it for? 
How do you use it?

• Individuals



4. Who is it for? 
How do you use it?

• Individuals

Randa El Khatib



4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
Other possible audiences (in addition to individual researchers):

• Research communities and other groups
• Academic societies
• Academic journals

Possible collaborative use cases:
• Create custom web pages for a free online presence
• Communicate, privately or publicly, with group members via messages, announcements, forums, etc.
• Store and share files, within or beyond your group
• Manage events, with the option to enable event registration
• Empower group members to publish, share, and connect over research
• Much more!



4. Who is it for? 
How do you use it?

• Research communities 
and other groups

• Example:
• DHSI 2023

(group with 400+ 
members and 67 
sub-projects) 



4. Who is it for? 
How do you use it?

• Academic societies

HSS societies we’ve worked with include:

• Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA)
• Association of Canadian College and University Teachers of English (ACCUTE)
• Association canadienne de traductologie/Canadian Association for Translation Studies (ACT-CATS)
• Canadian Association for Food Studies (CAFS)
• Canadian Association for Graduate Students (CAGS)
• Canadian Association for Information Science (CAIS)
• Canadian Anthropology Society (CAS)
• Canadian Association for the Study of Adult Education
• Canadian Communication Association (CCA)
• Canadian Game Studies Association (CGSA)
• Canadian Historical Association (CHA)
• Canadian Society for Digital Humanities / Société canadienne des humanités numériques 

(CSDH/SCHN)
• Canadian Society for Renaissance Studies (CSRS)
• Canadian Society for the Study of Education (CSSE)
• Canadian Society for the Study of Higher Education (CSSHE)
• Open/Technology in Education, Society, and Scholarship Association (OTESSA)
• Women's and Gender Studies et Recherches Féministes (WGSRF)

Want to add your society to this list? We’d love to work with you!



4. Who is it for? 
How do you use it?

• Scholarly journals

• Example:
• Early Modern Digital 

Review
(open access journal 
set up as a project 
nested within the 
“Iter Community” 
group) 
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5. What are next steps?
• Currently in beta – a functional research-driven prototype – and onboarding those who’d like to try it 

out across our formal partnership structure, and beyond (let us know!)

• Increased multilinguality: Translation of system interface into multiple languages, including Bangla, 
Portuguese, Arabic, Hindi, and more!

• Continuing consultations with those using the system
• Working on research toward further development, including:

• platform governance issues
• bibliometrics and ethical data management
• platform sustainability

• Exploring
• formal publication / launch of the site
• recommender and ‘gateway’ features
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6. How to learn more?
Articles:
• Winter, Caroline, et al., "Foundations for the Canadian Humanities and Social Sciences Commons: Exploring the Possibilities 

of Digital Research Communities." Pop! Public. Open. Participatory., no. 2, 2020, https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2020.005. 
• Jensen, Graham, et al., “Fostering Digital Communities of Care: Safety, Security, and Trust in the Canadian Humanities and 

Social Sciences Commons.” Interdisciplinary Digital Engagement in Arts & Humanities, vol. 3, no. 2, 
2022, https://doi.org/10.21428/f1f23564.ed75625f.

Videos:
• Siemens, Ray, Alyssa Arbuckle, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Gabriel Miller, Susan Haigh, and Chad Gaffield. “Open, Digital 

Scholarship: Issues, Initiatives, and Research Commons in the Humanities and Social Sciences.” Panel, DH2020 Conference, 
20-25 July 2020, https://doi.org/10.25547/NX26-TT47. 

• Jensen, Graham. “Digital Knowledge Commons: A Brief Introduction.” https://doi.org/10.25547/AVHX-DJ22.

How-To Guides:
• “Make the most out of the Canadian HSS Commons” (Go to hsscommons.ca > Discover > Blog)

For more information about the Canadian HSS Commons, 
or to create a free account, check out hsscommons.ca. 

https://doi.org/10.54590/pop.2020.005
https://doi.org/10.21428/f1f23564.ed75625f
https://doi.org/10.25547/NX26-TT47
https://doi.org/10.25547/AVHX-DJ22
https://hsscommons.ca/
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7. How to contact us?

Thanks for listening! Please feel free to contact 
us with any comments or questions:

Graham Jensen
ghjensen@uvic.ca
@grahamhjensen

Ray Siemens
siemens@uvic.ca

@RayS6


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Abstract
	Slide 3: Argument
	Slide 4: Overview
	Slide 5: Overview
	Slide 6: 1. What is the HSS Commons (hsscommons.ca)?
	Slide 7: To follow along…
	Slide 8: Overview
	Slide 9: 2. Why is the HSS Commons?
	Slide 10: 2. Why is the HSS Commons?
	Slide 11: 2. Why is the HSS Commons?
	Slide 12: 2. Why is the HSS Commons?
	Slide 13: Overview
	Slide 14: 3. What does it do (or not do)?
	Slide 15: 3. What does it do (or not do)?
	Slide 16: 3. What does it do (or not do)?
	Slide 17: Overview
	Slide 18: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 19: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 20: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 21: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 22: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 23: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 24: 4. Who is it for? How do you use it?
	Slide 25: Overview
	Slide 26: 5. What are next steps?
	Slide 27: Overview
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Overview
	Slide 30: 7. How to contact us?

