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Keating's "panoramic view" of Du Bellay's life and works is only the second such study

to appear since Chamard's monumental Joac^îw du Bellay (1900), and is the first to be

published in English. More than twenty years have passed since Saulnier's Du Bellay

(1951)—though Keating persists in calling it "new" and "recent"—and it was undoubtedly

time for a reassessment and a rethinking of the poet's work and of recent scholarship de-

voted to him.

Knowing that there is not the remotest chance that Du Bellay's biography will ever

have to be significantly altered, Keating eschews original research and follows the accounts

of Chamard and Saulnier. The life is accompanied by illustrations taken from the works—

"passages choisis" which are also translated into literal and accurate English—and by sum-

maries of the prose and of the longer poems. Keating's description of Du Bellay's career is

reliable and, in spite of some awkward sentences, readable. He has put the poet's plagiarism

of Speroni in La Deffence into proper perspective (p. 16) and has deflated his self-justify-

ing claims of having been ill-educated through his youth and adolescence (p. 4).

Inevitably there are some points to quibble at. Why does Keating constantly misspell

Poëmata as "Poematia''? Why does he so often neglect to footnote his factual assertions?

Is he unaware of Spenser's translation of Les Antiquitez"? Does he believe that the Seymour

sisters are really just "three English girls" (p. 36)? Does he not know that "Contre les

pétrarquistes" (1559) is only a reprint of "A une dame" (1553)?

The "Selected Bibliography" is totally inadequate. It draws over half its ninety-seven

items from before 1932, i.e., from before the completion of Chamard's authoritative edi-

tion of Du Bellay's French poetry. Much worse, it overlooks twenty articles and eight

books which appeared in 1961-70 and which Keating could have found had he looked in

the PMLA bibliographies.

The foregoing implies that Keating's book is susceptible of improvement. This is not

the case. At almost every step he reveals so unsure a grasp of the intellectual and literary

tradition of the Pléiade as to be unsuited for treating his subject at more than the superfi-

cial level (see e.g., pp. 30-32, 66, 104). He has little sense of how poets create (see his re-

marks on Les Antiquitez, p. 93, and on the "Discours au roy," p. 1 14) and deprecates the

use of the rose as a symbol of short-lived beauty because "rose lovers know that ... the

bloom of the cultivated rose is fairly long lasting" (p. 109)! He seems to believe that La

Deffence is holy writ, from whose precepts Du Bellay should never have departed. His cri-

tical judgments are trivial (see e.g., pp. 23, 49, 94) and he much prefers inventing anec-

dotes, presumably to liven things up (see e.g., pp. 10-11, 30, 61, 65).

In short we have a story book of no use to the scholar or the student.
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